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3rd YES Congress and CAG25
in Tanzania, Dar es Salaam
Conjointly organised under the auspices support
from the Geological Society of Africa (GSAf) and
YES Network in collaboration with the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals of the government of
Tanzania, the 3rd YES Congress and the 25th
Colloquium of African Geology (CAG25) have been
successful conferences held from August
11th-13th and from August 14th-16th 2014
respectively, at the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere
International Convention Centre in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. Both congress were inaugurated by the
Vice-President of Tanzania along with the Minister
of Minerals of Tanzania and the President of the
Geological Society of Africa. The former President
of Tanzania and the Director of the Tanzanian
Geological Survey were also there for the Opening
Ceremony of the CAG25.
3rd Young Earth Scientist Congress
The YES Network (Young Earth Scientist) is an
international association of early-career
geoscientists who are primarily under the age of
35 years and are from universities, geoscience
organizations and companies from across the
world. The YES Network was formed as a result
of the International Year of Planet Earth in 2007.
Nearly 500 participants from 46 different
countries attended the 3rd YES Congress, with
the theme “Bridging Geo-generations into Global
Earth Sciences Integrations”. Seven parallel
sessions were organised and participants,
including Earth scientists from academia, industry,
Geoscience organizations and decision makers,
discussed key topics in sessions including
Geoscience in Society, Mineral and Energy
Resources, Geohazards, Hydrogeology and Climate
Change, with a special emphasis on the African
continent. The congress also included workshops
on Geochemistry, Geoparks, Mathematical Geology
and Geology for Global Development. Several
business meetings took place including Earth
Science Matters Foundation EC meeting, YES
Network meetings with national chapters and local

organizing committees to discuss the perspectives
of this third version of the Young Earth-Scientists
Congress.
The announcement of the coming registration of
the YES Network as a non-profit organization
hosted by EuroGeoSurveys was one of the main
highlights of this event.
25th Colloquium of African Geology
The Colloquium of African Geology (CAG) is a major
biannual meeting of the GSAf where earth
scientists have opportunities to present their
research results on topics related to Africa and
surrounding areas on a continental and
international scale. The theme for the CAG25 was
“Earth Sciences for Improving Livelihood in Africa”.
The Organisation of African Geological Surveys
(OAGS) and EuroGeoSurveys took the opportunity
of this Congress to organise a special Information
Session on the project “Geoscientific knowledge
and skills in African Geological Surveys”. The session
provided insight and information on a feasibility
study undertaken to assess the current state of
Geological Surveys in Africa and to develop a
strategy for sustainable strengthening of African
countries´ geological administrations. The session
consisted of presentations from OAGS and EGS
principals and leading experts from both African
and European Geological Surveys, and has been
a great success with more than 70 participants
coming from international organisations,
companies and universities.

EGS Announcements

The role of National Delegates
& Expert Groups in EuroGeoSurveys
The National Delegates Forum (NDF) was hosted by
TNO in Utrecht last September from the 8th to 10th.
The first day of the Forum was dedicated to the National
Delegates (NDs) Workshop in which was deeply discussed
the role of NDs and Expert Groups (EGs) in EuroGeoSurveys.
In particular, the topics debated were the NDs function
and the improvement of their interaction within EGS,
as well as the Expert Groups contributions to the overall
strategy.

NDs highlighted the need to have updated information and
communications on strategic issues. The NDs stressed the
importance of involving the Surveys that for budgetary reasons
may have more difficulties to attend meetings.

Due to the fact that most of EGS NDs were present, it was an
excellent opportunity to exchange different points of view and
feelings on how the role of National Delegate have changed since
the beginning of their mandate through EGS history. Also they
represent the most stable function in EGS: some of them have
been in this position for several years and they have been
working closely with different Directors within their Surveys.

Finally it was debated the Expert Groups role and performance.
All NDs agreed that over the past 10 years the Expert Groups
have become more active and organized internally, as well as
widely recognized at EU level. Their role evolved from being a
purely scientifically focused network to being a policy

The main outcomes were that they are the principal contact
points between EGS and Member Organizations and vice versa
and, most importantly, it was recognized their role as coordinator
of EGS activities within their Surveys, forming the backbone of
EGS.

During the workshop session some improvements were
suggested such as to define better the ND profile, and dedicate a
time slot at the NDF in which each Survey presents individually
key developments on scientific work and issues.

development-focused network. All the NDs agreed that the EGs
work is currently essential in applying for Horizon 2020 calls.
Furthermore the NDs agreed that the EGs should keep maintaining
scientific independence, considered the key component of EGS
work as EU scientific advisor.

Within EGS we have a huge variety of Surveys and this is
reflected on the NDs role. Indeed, it was identified the main
factors affecting their role such as the organization internal
structure, their internal position and their relationship with the
Director. The different degree of involvement has also
consequences on their ability to engage with EGS activities and
mobilize the Expert Group members.

Jose Pedro Calvo Sorando has been elected
new IUGS Secretary General
The ballot of the IUGS Council Members designated
Prof. Jose Pedro Calvo Sorando as the new IUGS Secretary
General. From 2004 to 2010, Jose Calvo moved to the
Spanish Geological Survey (IGME) as Director General.
During this period, he was involved also in several
managing tasks in EuroGeoSurveys acting as President of
EGS in 2008. He was charged of the organization of the
International Year of Planet Earth in Spain (2007-2009).
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Currently, Jose Calvo teaches as a professor of the
Department of Petrology and Geochemistry of the UCM.
He is happy to run graduate courses dealing with
Principles of Geology and some other matters included in
Engineering Geology courses, especially industrial rocks
and their use as building materials. His research interest is
still centered on the petrology and geochemistry of
Cenozoic sediments and rocks.
Source: http://iugs.org/uploads/IUGS%20Bulletin%2099.pdf

• October 2014
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EGS Geochemistry Expert Group meeting
in Dublin
The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) in Dublin hosted from
the 16th to the 18th of September 2014 the annual meeting
of the EuroGeoSurveys Geochemistry Expert Group (GEG).
Twenty-one geochemists from Austria, Croatia, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Hellas, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Norway,
Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom
participated in the meeting. The meeting on 16/9/2014 was
opened by Ray Scanlon (local GSI host), followed by a welcoming
speech by Koen Verbruggen (GSI Director and next EGS
President), Luca Demicheli (EGS Secretary General) and Clemens
Reimann (GEG Chair). Clemens Reimann presented the
achievements of the GEG from 1986 to 2014, and ended with
a proposal for potential new projects. Luca Demicheli placed
the GEG into the European perspective, and outlined future
project funding opportunities within the European context.
Alecos Demetriades reported the activities of the IUGS/IAGC
Task Group on Global Geochemical Baselines. The morning
session ended with reports on the GEMAS project, published
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papers, book reviews and sales, and discussion about EGS
participation in the United Nations International Year of Soils
2015, and in international conferences (EGU 2015, Goldschmidt
2015, etc.), presented by Anna Ladenberger (GEG Deputy Chair).
The afternoon session was devoted to presentations of
on-going geochemistry projects at the surveys. The second day,
17/9/2014, started with the business meeting of the GEG,
where all outstanding issues were reported and discussed,
including ideas for possible future projects. The meeting was
closed with the remaining presentations of on-going
geochemistry projects at the surveys. The third day was
devoted to a field trip to two historical mining sites
(Glendalough and Avoca) in the Wicklow Mountains lead by
Vincent Gallagher (GSI Geologist), where the mining impact on
the environment was studied, and the human health risks were
discussed. The GEG participants thank GSI for the excellent
hospitality, and the Irish ‘leprechauns’ for the fine weather!

• October 2014
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GeoShale2014 - 2nd International
Scientific Conference on Recent Advances
in Geology of Fine-grained Sediments
GeoShale2014 Conference (Warsaw, September 24-26, 2014)
was held in accordance with conclusions of its predecessor GeoShale2012 Conference on Recent Advances in Geology of
Fine-grained Sediments (see EuroGeoSurvey News, issue 7, July
2012, p.20). It was organized by the Polish Geological Institute –
National Research Institute (PGI-NRI) under patronage of Polish
Ministries of Environment and Science and Higher Education,
EuroGeoSurveys and IUGS and with endorsement of AAPGEurope Office.
The Conference gathered well over 140 participants representing
geological surveys, universities and research centers and industry
from 22 countries spread over 5 continents.
The conference was opened by its hosts – Prof. Wiesław Trela,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee and Prof. Grzegorz
Pienkowski, Deputy Director in charge of Cooperation and Promotion,
with concise presentation of the current status and goals,
including unconventional hydrocarbon projects implemented by
the PGI-NRI. Welcome address speeches given by Dr. Slawomir
M. Brodzinski, Vice-Minister of the Environment and Chief National
Geologist, and Dr. Vlasta Dvořáková, Active Past President of
AAPG European Region Council, emphasized importance of
independent science in the ongoing shale gas debate in Europe
and resulting challenges for our geological community.
In comparison with the United States, Canada and China, in
Europe shale gas and shale oil revolution still remains some kind
of mass media phenomenon despite of growing concerns about
safety of gas supplies. Therefore, much attention became
focused an address delivered by special guest of the conference,
EGS Secretary General Mr. Luca Demicheli. In his opinion,
we urgently need joint European action of national geological
surveys and academic centers to ensure that the information
we are presenting is actually based on pan-European research
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and strong and frank voice of our community. Local or regional
research is very important but European policy makers need
coherent pan-European input for taking informed decisions.
This is not a task for a single survey to give instruments for
politicians and an experience with CCS may serve here as a
negative example. It should be added that the national geological
surveys have profound direct or at least indirect experience
important for both prospecting and development of shale gas and
oil resources and assessment of environmental impact of these
operations (especially that in groundwater monitoring, soil and
groundwater pollution and seismicity). What’s important, success
of such joint action of our surveys may be a boost for launching
European Geological Service as an advisory body for EU
(see The Geological Surveys of Europe, for Europe).
Similarly as in the case of GeoShale2012, the conference turned
to be a forum for experts from geological surveys, Cambridge,
Lancaster and Aachen Universities, TU Bergakademie Freiberg,
AGH University of Science and Technology and other leading
universities, research centers and commercial companies to
present results of their work and exchange views on the latest
developments in studies on mudstone sediments, which currently
began to receive much attention because of their shale-gas
potential and as well importance for geological storage of CO2
and radioactive waste.
During the conference, 35 papers were delivered in 4 thematic
session and 50 poster papers – in a special poster session (full
conference program - see www.geoshale.com). Each oral session
was preceded by a keynote speech (names of keynote speakers
given in brackets):
Session 1 Shale Basins Stratigraphy, Paleoenvironments and
Paleoclimate, headed by M.W. Hounslow, Lancaster University, UK,
and S. Porębski, AGH University of Science and Technology, Poland

• October 2014
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• Archives of depositional and diagenetic events in mudrocks,
extracted using mineral magnetic and paleomagnetic methods
(M. W. Hounslow, K. Ratcliffe, V. Lucas and P. Mongomery)
Session 2 Shale Gas Basins and Shale Gas Exploration and
Production, headed by J. Zacharski, ORLEN Upstream, Poland,
and A. Vieth-Hillebrand, GFZ, Germany, and others
• Geological setting and reservoir heterogeneity of lower
Paleozoic shales in Lublin Basin (Poland) and its impact on
exploration (W. Prugar, M. Piątkowska, J. Zacharski)
Session 3 Shale Geochemistry, Diagenesis and Reservoir
Properties, headed by J. Środoń, Institute of Geological Sciences,
Polish Academy of Sciences, and N. Schovsko, GEUS, Denmark
• Illite+smectite as components of shales (J. Środoń)
Session 4 Shale Basins Geophysics and Tectonics (P. Krzywiec,
Institute of Geological Sciences, Polish Academy of Sciences,
and N. H. Mondol, University of Oslo, Norway)
• Structure and evolution of the Lower Paleozoic basin developed
above the East European Craton in Poland: new insight from
regional high-effort seismic reflection data (P. Krzywiec et al.).
Papers delivered at the conference and its poster session shed
new light on potential to develop shale gas and shale oil
resources in Europe. In the case of Poland, it is worth to mention
a first attempt to prove presence of “sweet spots” (H. Kiersnowski
et al.) and follow-up discussions showing that contrary to earlier
opinions, there may be some similarities between Utica shale
formation from the States and those of the Baltic basin. The
networking effects of this conference were strengthened by a
pre-conference field trip to the Holy Cross Mts and during Poster
Session, Lab Tour in PGI-NRI, and a workshop devoted to
tectonics of gas-bearing shales (in PGI-NRI), allowing participants
the freedom to examine specially selected cores, with expertise
accessible throughout, not to say about Ice-Breaker Party in the
PGI-NRI Geological Museum, already becoming traditional part of
all the main events organized by the PGI-NRI.
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In opinion of the attendees, the conference turned to be a
success, which is well reflected by congratulations coming to
the organizers. The key questions which remain are (1) whether
or not the conference gave impulses for launching joint projects
Luca Demicheli was speaking about and (2) did the success of
this conference create the need for organizing the next
conference in two years as GeoShale 2016 in Poland or
elsewhere in Europe?
The book of abstracts of oral presentations and posters and field
guidebook in pdf are available to download at GeoShale
Conference official website: www.geoshale.com.

• October 2014
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The new documentary series El Agua Invisible
A special production of the Geological Survey of Spain (IGME) for the scientific communication
of the groundwater cycle.
Starting from October 2014, Channel 2 of Spanish television
station TVE will broadcast the documentary series “El Agua
Invisible” (The invisible water), ten episodes of 25 minutes each
that will try to bring the audience closer to the least known and
most peculiar aspects of the groundwater cycle.
For this special programme of scientific communication,
The Geological Survey of Spain, the Instituto Geológico y Minero
de España (IGME) has made a special collaboration with
the co-producers la Fundación Fomento y Gestión del Agua, la
Plataforma de Divulgación Científica of the University Complutense
of Madrid (UCM) and the Spanish television station TVE.
The 10 episodes will be broadcast every Monday until December,
when there will be the last episode closing the saga titled “Agua
compartida: agua solidaria” (Shared water: water of solidarity),
that includes cooperation projects in both developed and
developing countries (complex shooting took place in Chile,
Mozambique, Mali and the Sahrawi camps in Algeria). This series
is the result of a huge production effort at national and
international level under the direction of Professor López Vera
from the University of Madrid.
With more than 100 locations, the series has counted on the
participation of 67 experts in the field (researchers, university

professors and professionals) and used a wide range of didactic
and audio-visual tools, with the aim of showing the multiple
opportunities offered by groundwater resources.
“El Agua Invisible” raises issues ranging from poor land
management, that causes many hazards for aquifers such as
pollution and exploitation, to the use of groundwater as a source
of geothermal energy or in relation to the geological storage of
C02, waste or other gases.
The series also addresses various problems regarding the
appropriate management and exploitation of groundwater, such
as the supply of urban areas for agricultural and industrial use,
energy use or underground long term and safe storage.
By presenting these topics, it is intended to address all aspects
of groundwater: scientific, technical, environmental, exploitation
and use, management and cooperation.
Fundación Fomento y Gestión del Agua, the promoter of the
initiative, is a non-profit organization that aims to improve the
technical, social and environmental management of water,
especially groundwater. Through the project “El Agua Invisible”,
the Organization wishes to highlight the value of groundwater
resources in its social, economic and environmental aspect.

Mineral Waters – Genesis, Exploitation,
Protection and Valorisation International
Conference
MinWat 2014, an international multidisciplinary conference
on ”Mineral Waters – Genesis, Exploitation, Protection and
Valorisation” took place from September 8-11 in Karlovy
Vary (Karlsbad), Czech Republic. The convening
organisations were the international association of
hydrogeologists (IAH), the IAH national chapter of the
Czech Republic, the faculty of Science, Charles University,
Prague and the T.G. Masaryk Water Research Institute
(VUV), Prague. Clemens Reimann, Chairman of the
EuroGeoSurveys (EGS) Geochemistry Expert Group was
on the scientific advisory committee of the conference.
120 participants from around the world with about
1/3 representing the mineral water industry, 1/3
representing balneologists and 1/3 representing
academia, public research organisations and
administration discussed issues around three themes:
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(A) Hydrogeology and hydrogeochemistry – origin,
protection and management; (B) Bottled water – market
and demand, health issues and (C) Balneology –
balneotherapy and Balneotechnics. About 50 oral
presentations were spread over 3 (4) days with no parallel
sessions, an approach that guaranteed a good audience
for all presentations and the distribution of ideas
between the different branches. Dr. Reimann presented
a keynote lecture on the “Geochemistry of European
Bottled Waters” based on the EGS book (Reimann and
Birke, 2010). Many people congratulated the authors on
the production of an excellent dataset that facilitated
intercomparison of European bottled/ground waters for
so many analytical parameters. The conference dinner at
the castle of Loket was another highlight of the conference
where lots of more informal discussions and exchange of
ideas were facilitated.

• October 2014
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Interview with Gabi I. C. Schneider
President of the Organisation of African Geological Surveys (OAGS) which represents
the Geological Surveys of countries in the African continent. She is also the Director
of the Geological Survey of Namibia.
Short description of OAGS
The Organisation of African Geological Surveys (OAGS) has the
mandate to foster and sustain geosciences programmes and
excellence on the African continent, in the quest for socioeconomic development and poverty alleviation, with special
reference to mineral resource assessment, sustainable land use
and development, hazard mitigation and environmental
protection.
To this end, the basic objectives of OAGS include, but are not
limited to:
1. Collaboration in the creation of regional and continent-wide
maps, documents and publications that inform decision makers
in government and industry on matters relating to applied
geosciences

How is the relation between EGS and OAGS?
Over the years, OAGS and EGS have developed a cordial
relationship, which has also resulted in both organisations
attending each other’s meetings and giving joint presentations
at conferences. While the challenges of Geological Surveys are
similar all over the World, there are nevertheless, distinct
differences between the challenges faced in Europe and those
in Africa. This diversity provides an opportunity for both
organisations to learn and grow.
How the Pan-African Project is contributing to OAGS?
It is expected that the Pan-African Project (PAP) will increase
capacity in the Geological Surveys that will be participating.
In addition, it has the potential to generate a wealth of
information and data that will enable the participating Geological
Surveys to improve their service delivery and create research
opportunities.

2. Enhancing the capacity of Geological Surveys in Africa
3. Sharing knowledge and expertise in geosciences, technologies,
management and opportunities
4. Advancing the training of African geoscientists

What are the future plans for OAGS?
The future plans of OAGS are directly linked to the points (i) to
(ix) listed above. However the most pressing issue is to get buy
in from as many as possible Geological Surveys on the African
continent, in order to grow the organisation. A recent initiative
to increase our visibility vis-a-vis the AU is also under way.

5. Jointly addressing African geosciences issues of common
interest and promoting the contribution of geosciences to
African affairs
6. Assisting African decision makers to obtain technical advice
from the members of OAGS
7. Providing a geoscience network between the Geological
Surveys of Africa
8. Ensuring the financial sustainability of the organisation
9. Supporting the programmes and objectives of the African
Mining Partnership (AMP) and the African Union (AU).
What are the mission and the vision of OAGS?
The mission of OAGS is to provide comprehensive information,
support and capacity-building to Geological Surveys across Africa
and to assist member countries in their development through the
establishment of information sources and means of technology
transfer for their own use and for the attraction of investment
and establishment of greater public and government
understanding of the strategic importance and offering of
Geological Surveys.
The vision of OAGS is to be the leading organisation that
supports Geological Surveys in Africa through provision of
information, capacity building and technology transfer.
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Message from the Expert Group

Task Force Superficial Deposits / Soil Resources 2nd Meeting
3rd – 5th June 2015, Vilnius, Lithuania
The second meeting of the Task Force took place in
Lithuania. Following the invitation by Jonas Satkûnas,
Director of the Lithuanian Geological Survey, and under
the great organization by the scientist Virgilija
Gregorauskiene, a two days meeting and one day
excursion were held.
The main aim of the Task Force is to develop a methodology
towards a European parent material map and a corresponding
database. After the first meeting, held in Hannover last 29-30
January, the extent to which the national definitions for
unconsolidated subsurface, regolith, soil parent material,
lithology etc. deviate became very quickly evident, and also
that the mapping methodologies, progress of mapping and
digitalization substantially differ. For that reason, the series of
country reports, which had started during the January 2013
meeting, were extended during this 2nd meeting. The Task
Force confirmed the wish to further exchange detailed
meta-information about the existing mapping data and to
further develop these countries reports towards a status quo
publication. Such a publication is intended to serve as a baseline
for the development of new methods and products. It became
also clear that more detailed information about the user needs
for superficial deposits data must be known, and that a pilot
project needs to be designed as a mid-term objective in order to
design a new product for Europe.
In the frame of the cooperation agreement with the European
Commission’s Joint Research Centre, the Task Force has been
asked to contribute to the revision of the European Soil Atlas.
Parent material is an important factor for soil development;
the topic is expected to be covered as a new chapter.

It was discussed that the main lithology types from which soils
are formed, could be described using visual documentation
(maps, photos, explanatory notes). As soon as more details
about the JRC concept is known, the Task Force will engage.
While direct policy advice at European level is currently not part
of the Task Forces’ agenda, it does support external activities
which require representative knowledge about surface-close
parent material. One activity is the review of the revised soil
parent material classification, developed by the FP 6 eSOTER
project. Various members of the Task Force have carefully
reviewed the current draft report thus significantly contributed
to the quality control and quality assurance of the revised
international classification of parent material which was initially
developed by soil scientists. A second engagement of the Task
Force with a wider community is the review of the 1 :
2.5 Million International Quaternary Map of Europe (IQUAME),
a project under the auspices of International Union for
Quaternary Research (INQUA) and the Commission for the
Geological Map of the World (CGMW). It was found that the
respective IQUAME-working group lacks regional representation
of expertise, particularly for northern Europe. By now, a
significant portion of experts of the task force also engage
with the IQUAME.
The third day of the 2nd meeting was spent in the field
studying geomorphological features of the Vilnius’region.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 2015 in
Dublin, Ireland.

Excursion into the Vilnius region. Fresh hill-slide opening a large pit.
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National Geological Surveys

Interview with Jonas Satkunas
Director of the Geological Survey of Lithuania (LTG)
What are currently the priority areas of research for the
Lithuanian Geological Survey and the main challenges you
are currently facing?
Lithuanian Geological Survey (Lietuvos geologijos tarnyba – LGT)
is state budget organization under the Ministry of Environment
with its staff of 107 employees. Our activities could be divided
into three major fields: regulation of use of underground, national
geological research programs and development of National
geological information system.
Within the first field, LGT has a number of regulatory duties like
the elaboration of legal acts dealing with use and investigations
of underground. Some of them (e.g. draft of the Underground
Law) are being passed to the Parliament through the
Government, while some are approved by the Government, upon
order of the Minister of Environment or of the Director of LGT.
LGT is issuing licenses for exploitation of minerals – currently
over 300 legal entities are exploiting limestone, dolomite, gravel,
sand, peat, clay, chalk marl and gaize. One project of exploitation
of anhydrite shaft is in progress.
LGT is also issuing licenses (permits) for companies to undertake
geological research (prospecting of minerals, hydrogeological,
geotechnical, environmental geological) and currently there are
135 such geological companies operating in Lithuanian market
and providing geological services.
Besides that LGT supervises programmes and reports of
engineering geological investigations, it also approves
programmes and results of groundwater monitoring carried out
by industry, it registers all mineral and groundwater deposits and
boreholes, it approves results of environmental geological
investigations, it provides conditions for spatial planning, etc.

surveys of Europe. Nevertheless, this regulatory duty takes
about 10% of the total resources of LGT. A new duty has
been given to LGT since July 2014, the issuing of permits for
use of groundwater (exploitation of water works, that pump
more 100 m3 of water per day).
The geological programmes are of primary importance, as
they give data and experience for practical management for
the use of underground. Although geological mapping and
monitoring (hydrogeological, karstic, seismological and soil)
are permanent activities, some priorities could be stressed.
In regard of potable water for example, Lithuania is using only
groundwater and this is a great advantage. Groundwater
generally contains micro- and macro components needed for
the human body, and it does not require expensive treatment;
also, it is much better protected from contamination. Groundwater
resources are much less susceptible to seasonal and long-term
variations. Prospected groundwater resources are 3.75 mil m3
per day, while current exploitation for centralised water supply is
less than 400 thousand m3 per day – or less than 10% of
available resources. So there are great resources for expansion of
water usage. The groundwater is a “gift” of Earth from one side
and the result of systematic work of 2–3 generations of
hydrogeologists on the other side. Groundwater is a privilege of
a country, but a duty at the same time, as it is necessary to
undertake all means to prevent groundwater contamination.
In this field LGT is approving water resources of each waterwork
and its protection zones, carries out vulnerability mapping,
and calculates water resources due to climate change scenarios.
LGT carries out the inventory of historically contaminated and
potentially contaminated sites since 1998, and the inventory will
be completed in the urban centres of the provinces in 2015.
This is an outstanding work, one of core projects and its results
give proper assessment for further remediation.

LGT also regulates oil exploration and production and organizes
tenders for oil license blocks (currently 6 oil companies are
working in their license blocks).
It seems, according to my understanding, that LGT is acting as
regulatory body a bit differently than many of the geological

Works in the post of soil monitoring and water spring research.
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The moments of Geoheritage Day in Šaltiškiai quarry and Alanta environs
of Lithuania.

• October 2014

National Geological Surveys
The EU still lacks a consistent estimate of potential shale
gas resources that may fill the gap between energy
demand and supply. How is the Lithuanian Survey position
about this quite controversial topic and what are the
activities that have been put in place?
Yes, the Shales are of particular interest – both for public
acceptance and of practical geology. LGT is involved in all aspects.
We worked on a tender invitation for the area in West-South
Lithuania (bordering with Kaliningrad region) of which notice
publication is foreseen in fall 2014 or beginning 2015. Also,
LGT is involved in public information campaign (seminars, public
releases), international projects like GASH, and investigations of
shale properties. Valuable experience is obtained from our visits
to shale production sites and meetings with regulators and
producers in USA. We maintain contacts with our Polish
colleagues and the possibility to visit shale research sites in
Poland is highly appreciated as well as to share scientific
information in conferences and meetings.
It is worth mentioning that in 2014 LGT completed the report
(Lazauskiene et al) on Early Silurian Llandovery-Late Ordovician
shales that are the major perspectives for unconventional
hydrocarbons potential in western Lithuania. The analytic studies
were performed on ~500 shale samples from 20 boreholes in
SW Lithuania and data indicated that shale oil is more
predominant than shale gas.
I would stress, the position of LGT is clear: shale research must be
continued and we hope that the coming tenders for shale
hydrocarbons will be successful. We deem environmental risks
overestimated, as proper safety requirements are in place and
groundwater bodies are naturally safe from potential impact of
hydrofracking.

International cooperation is getting increasing importance
in the geoscientific arena. What is the LGT and your
personal involvement in this context?
International cooperation is vital and geologists are globalists by
nature. LGT was and currently is involved into international
cooperation under auspices of IUGS, EuroGeoSurveys, ProGEO
and other organizations. Representatives of LGT are members of
12–16 international bodies every year, and 10–15 international
projects are being implemented. We stress necessity of
cross-border cooperation: correlation of geological maps and
setting of joint groundwater monitoring systems. Such system is
working in the cross-border area with Poland since 1994 and the
same was set in border area with Russia (since 2010).
Unfortunately our cooperation activities with neighboring Latvia
and Belarus are rather fragmented.
Mr Satkūnas, how would you describe the benefits of
the involvement of the Geological Survey of Lithuania
in EuroGeoSurveys?
I follow the involvement of LGT in EGS since LGT joined FOREGS
in 1994. One type of benefit is to be in contact with the wide
European experience and the possibility to see and compare
activities of all European geological surveys. Another benefit is
concrete projects generated by EGS at its expert groups: GEMAS,
SubCoast GASH, PanGeo etc. However, I would stress – benefit is
proportional to efforts allocated to EGS activity: more active we
are – more benefits we achieve. We are looking forward to further
successful EGS projects and other activities at European scale
and wider (e.g. with OAGS).

The core column of argillite (shales).
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National Geological Surveys

Interview with Mr. Mart van Bracht
Director of the Geological Survey of the Netherlands (TNO)
Could you describe the main research activities of the
Geological Survey of Netherlands and, most importantly,
highlight the public role of the Survey in your country?
TNO Geological Survey of the Netherlands is working on
geoscience topics which are relevant for the Netherlands, a
densely populated coastal lowland, largely consisting of soft
sediments. Important topics are: groundwater management,
natural hazards, construction in soft sediments and subsurface
spatial planning. The Netherlands has considerable natural gas
reserves. Geo energy is therefore an important research subject
for the Survey, in which the Survey intensively cooperates with
non-geological research teams of TNO.
The public role of TNO Geological Survey is to collect, manage
and disseminate geoscientific data, information and knowledge
for a sustainable use and management of the Dutch subsurface
and its natural resources.
One of the key issues for Europe in the future is to become
more energy efficient and reduce energy dependency.
How is the Geological Survey of Netherland tackling this
challenge and what are the perspectives in the coming
years?
The energy consumption in the Netherlands depends to a large
extend on fossil energy sources. Last year the country adopted
an energy master-plan. This plan foresees a major expansion of
the capacity of renewable energy, an ambitious intention to
reduce energy consumption and the introduction of CCS.
TNO is actively involved in associated R&D programs.

My advice to Koen Verbruggen, the future President of EGS,
is to continue this policy, until we have achieved our goals: an
European Geological Service, a European Geological Data
Infrastructure, a joint research program and a knowledge
exchange facility.
Description of the Geological Survey of the Netherland
(TNO)
Geological Survey of the Netherlands is the Netherlands’ central
geoscientific information and research centre. Its mission is to
support the sustainable management and use of the subsurface
and natural subsurface resources. Geological Survey of the
Netherlands is a public centre that provides independent,
objective and authoritative expertise on all geoscientific aspects
of subsurface activities.
Geological Survey of the Netherlands provides customized
geoscientific knowledge, data and information to companies,
government bodies and private individuals. The organization is
also the ‘in-house’ laboratory of the Ministry of Economic Affairs.
It employs more than 300 people and has an annual turnover of
approx. 35 million.
The centre is part of the Netherlands Organization for Applied
scientific Research TNO, which was established by law in 1932.
TNO is a knowledge organization that operates internationally
and undertakes client-centered, multidisciplinary applied research
and development activities across a wide range of disciplines.
TNO research is organized in 5 themes: Industry; Healthy Living;
Urbanisation; Defence, Safety & Security; and Energy, with
Geological Survey of the Netherlands included in the latter.

Mr van Bracht, as Director of the Geological Survey of
Netherlands, how do you conciliate the growing need of
geological research and answers to policy makers with the
constraints of the economic crisis and budget availability?
This is indeed a tricky paradox, we have to deal with. Personally
I think we can benefit a lot by strengthening cooperation
between Surveys. There is still much to be gained by sharing
research facilities, exchanging know how and utilize each other’s
expertise
After 3 intense years your mandate as EGS President is
coming to the end. Undoubtedly our organisation went
through a big change during your leadership. How would
you summarize this period’s main achievements and what
would be your personal advice for the next EGS
Presidency?
EGS is in a transition phase; from a lobby organization into a
network organization, that actively contributes to European
policy. We have in recent years developed a joint vision for the
future, with an appropriate strategic plan, which we are now
implementing with unified force. I noticed that the EU strongly
supports our strategy and is willing to help us.
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ETP SMR Corner

The 1st International Mining Congress
in Nicaragua
The 1st International Mining Congress was held last
August 13th-14th 2014 in Managua, Nicaragua.
This was the first Congress focusing on the development of
the mineral and mining sector in Central America in general and
Nicaragua in particular. The event was attended by more than
300 professionals from more than 10 different countries.
The program covered a variety of subjects relevant to the mining
community and to policy and decision makers concerned with
sustainable development of the industry.
The technical sessions were oriented specifically to the
exploration and production, giving examples of current mining
projects in Nicaragua to have a global vison on the potential of
the country. The discussion was focused on benefits and impact
of the Mining Sector. Indeed, the Congress main goal was to
discuss the possible contribution of the mining sector to the
development of the country and possible ways to support
financially such activities. The aim is to promote Nicaragua as a
mining investments destination, divulgate the best practices on
mining and technologies that are compatible with the protection
of the environment and sustainable development.
The European Technology Platform on Sustainable Mineral
Resources (ETP SMR) participated in the Congress with a
key-note lecture by Ms. Karen Hanghøj entitled “Mineral
Resources in Europe and globally, current challenges and
opportunities”.
The aim was to analyse the whole mineral resources value chain,
in order to identify possible gaps and weakness to avoid in the
future. In this context it was remark the meaning of sustainability
for non-renewable resources. The ETP SMR shared and presented
our experience giving specific examples of best mining practices
in Sweden and Greenland and also presenting the current EU Raw
Materials Projects: EU Rare, Minventory, Promine, EuroGeoSource
and I2Mine.
It was also discussed about a possible Europe industry
investment in Latino America and possible opportunities for
research cooperation under the EIP (European Innovation
Partnership) on Raw Materials and Horizon 2020 Programme.
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Minerals4EU Corner

WP3 Knowledge management (EGS-RBINS)
In a project as ambitious as Minerals4EU, it is essential to ensure
its visibility toward the largest audience possible. This is why,
since the earliest phase of the project elaboration, it has been
decided to dedicate an entire Work Package (WP3) to this task.
The purpose of this “Knowledge Management” Work Package is
to apply a tailored communication strategy for Minerals4EU that
allows disseminating information widely in a comprehensive,
systematic, objective and professional way. The aim is to ensure
a maximum impact of the project during its life-span and
sustainable benefits to its stakeholders after the end of the
project. Our communication channels include the press and TV
media, our website (www.minerals4eu.eu) and Youtube channel
(www.youtube.com/user/minerals4eu), our press releases, our
local and international conferences, etc… As a matter of fact,
even the edition of this newsletter constitutes one of the ways
to keep our stakeholders updated.

Another important aspect of the WP3 is the exploitation of the
results gathered during the project, in other words, how those
results will be used after the end of our 2 first years of activity.
To help with this essential task, Mr. David Ovadia has been
appointed as Exploitation Manager of Minerals4EU. One of his
first actions is the organisation of the meeting called “A new
Sustainability assurance standard for the mining sector” that will
be hosted on the 11th November by Grant Thornton UK LLP in
their City of London office. This meeting will gather professionals
from a wide spectrum of the mining sector, together with those
involved with mining in the financial, regulatory and broker
communities. Senior representatives from the European
Commission will be present, as will a number of management
and technical staff from the Minerals4EU Project. An associated
press conference will be organized to involve representatives of
the mining and other media.

Who are those stakeholders? They are for example experts and
professionals from the industry sector in Europe, as well as the
research and innovation institutes active in production,
distribution, use, collection and recycling and recovery of mineral
resources. The environmental organisations are also targeted, to
emphasise aspects of the project dealing with good practices on
raw materials sustainability and resource efficiency. Amongst
those aspects are the transparency of the production,
transformation and recycling routes followed by ‘Raw Materials’
during their lifespan, as well as the alternatives for specific raw
materials in terms of natural occurrences, needs, toxicity, hazard
and risk will be present in parallel with the relevant regulations.
A recent highlight in our communication strategy was the
promotion of the project during the European Geoscience Union
General Assembly 2014, held in Vienna from 27th of April to 2nd
of May. The event has had a great success with more than
12,000 scientists attending from 106 countries. Minerals4Eu
was present inside the EuroGeoSurveys booth, with promotional
material (project brochure), advertising goodies and delegates
responding to questions of the public. This event really helped
the WP3 team to figure out how the project was perceived by
the Geo-scientific community and what were their interrogations
and expectations for raw material management in Europe.
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Minerals4EU Corner

Interview with Mr Ovadia
Exploitation Manager of the Minerals4EU project
Mr Ovadia, as Exploitation Manager of the Minerals4EU
project, you have the main task to help guarantee the
sustainability of the project. Could you explain to our
readers what actions have been planned to cope with
this challenge?
It is very important that projects such as this one, which are
basically funded by the European taxpayers, can be sustained
after the project development stages finish, for the long term
benefit of the European taxpayers. In the past, too many really
great projects have not been exploited as well as they should
have been, because the project funding comes to an end and
there is no mechanism to make the outputs available to
end-users. The EU recognises this and, quite rightly, expects our
project to continue to deliver benefits for many years after the
project itself comes to an end. As the Exploitation Manager,
it is my job to make sure this happens.
We are taking a number of steps to build in sustainability. It is
important to note that we are discussing the matter with project
members and potential end-users right from the start of the
project, not as an end-of-project afterthought. The main objective
is to build a business model that will support the costs of keeping
the project outputs available and updated. The database design
and construction team is already thinking about how the data will
be maintained and distributed after the project finishes. We are in
the process of defining the various roles and responsibilities of
public institutions for entering new data and maintaining the
systems. Once we have completed a matrix of “who-does-what”
we will discuss with the leaders of those institutions that they
make long term commitments to carry out their responsibilities
from their baseline funding.
Nevertheless there will be central costs and roles that are beyond
the expectations for any single public institution, for example the
staff and other costs of maintaining the database. There are two
potential sources of such resources. Our preference is for the EU
itself, through an appropriate branch, to take on the long term
commitment to fund the central costs. Whilst discussions on this
are already underway, we are not assuming complete success, so
we are also looking into generating revenue from other sources.
These could include usage charges, either transactional or by
subscription, or through commercial agreements with value added
resellers who wish, for example, to combine the publicly available
data with their own proprietary information or systems. This is
still at an early stage in our thinking and will not be developed too
far until we better understand the long term funding
commitment that may come from the EU.
Of course, there is little point in having a great database if no-one
knows about it, so a parallel strand to its exploitation is to inform
the relevant parts of both the public and private sectors of the
availability and scope of what is being developed. This is
happening partly through our industry partners, partly through
some major announcement events and partly through briefing
the mining press.
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From your point of view how can
the private sector benefit of
a project such as Minerals4EU?
This is not simply an esoteric research
project that will deliver more
knowledge to other academic
institutions. It is designed to supply
minerals information to those who
need it. These include various public
bodies that require data for statistical, environmental and
planning purposes, but also to a wide range of industry and
commerce that will benefit from a greater knowledge and
understanding of European and global minerals information.
These private sector bodies include the exploration and mining
companies and the industrial and manufacturing consumers of
minerals that are central to our prosperity and quality of life.
Without the right minerals from the right places at the right prices
we would not enjoy everything from toothpaste to cell phones.
Much of European industry depends on a reliable and sustainable
supply of minerals from around the World. With massive capital
investments at stake, European industry needs to have as much
information as possible on the long term supplies of its mineral
raw materials. This project will serve to provide such information
easily, quickly, reliably and in high quality and, importantly, freely
available so as to avoid any competitive asymmetry resulting from
partial knowledge.
Another area that we believe will take advantage of the project
outputs will be the financial services and investment sectors that
underpin much of the world’s extractive industries. Greater
knowledge generally means less risk, and de-risking a project can
make the difference between success and failure. So, for
example, an investment manager for a pension fund may be more
prepared to invest in a new mining project on the basis of better
knowledge of the commodity parameters, which will have
knock-on benefits for the mining company, the industries it
supplies and the pensioners whose fund is getting a return.
A big challenge is to get these messages into the various parts
of the private sector and to engage with fund managers,
industrialists, bankers, insurance analysts and many others who
do not routinely have conversations with geologists and other
scientists. As part of the exploitation, we have to show the
benefits that the project can bestow, and to communicate them
in the language of the industry, not of geology.
An important conference will take place in London next
11th November 2014. Could you explain what the scope
of the event is and what basic outcomes are expected?
As I have just explained, we must engage with potential
beneficiaries. London is one of the world’s largest capital markets
for the extractive industries, with many mining companies listed
on either the main London Stock Exchange or the Alternative
Investment Market (AIM). Alongside Toronto, Sydney and
Johannesburg, the global mining industry will look to London for
its investment, which therefore also houses a plethora of related
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services including legal, accounting, investment, broking,
regulatory and media.
As part of our mission to make people aware of the project,
we will be presenting what it does, what are its benefits and how
it can be accessed, to an invited audience of senior members from
all of these facets of the London based mining sector. In doing
this, we are being very kindly hosted in their City of London
offices by the Mining Services Division of Grant Thornton LLP,
which has many connections with the mining sector, not only as
specialist accountants but also as nominated advisors to many
AIM listed companies.

The intention is very much to hear from the audience as much as
to talk to them. We want to know if we are producing what they
want, in the right format and with the right delivery system.
We will of course take into account all the feedback we hear,
be it positive or negative, and try to act on it. The aims of the
meeting are to inform and to receive feedback. We will also use
the event for a Press Conference with the mining media.

Interview with Nikolaos Arvanitidis
Scientific Coordinator of the Minerals4EU project
How is Minerals4EU able to provide the tools and expertise
necessary to enhance resource efficiency, security of
minerals supply and support sustainable development
of the minerals industry for Europe?
Minerals4EU will create a knowledge-based data platform for
European non-energy raw materials aiming to become Europe’s
permanent service in sharing, networking and providing
information and intelligence on minerals. It will deliver a wide
range of products including mineral statistics, reported on annual
basis, and «ad hoc» foresight studies addressing primary and
secondary mineral resources on land and the marine environment.
In this respect Minerals4EU will contribute to resource
sustainability and supply security for minerals in Europe.

Will the Minerals4EU network sustainability be guaranteed
after the project completion?
This is our intention right from the beginning of the project.
We are all working towards that direction. The national Geological
Surveys as major data providers and facilitators want it, the
Commission regulators and other public services that make up
the main beneficiaries urgently need it, and the industrial and
financial stakeholders look strongly to benefit from it. Of course
the Geological Surveys will have a central role but whatever the
governing model is, for any model to be maintained and
sustainable this should be developed on the basis of actual needs
and demands being constantly updated, along with the possibility
to receive financial and probably operational support of the
European Commission.

Who are the main beneficiaries of the Minerals4EU
outcomes and how can they benefit from the project?
Apart from the 32 national Geological Surveys of Europe
themselves along with the regional surveys that make up
EuroGeoSurveys, which of course will continue to be the main
drivers and actors, the important beneficiaries are the EU,
national, regional and local policy and decision makers, authorities
managing and evaluating cohesion policy programmes and
projects, other stakeholders like mining and mineral downstream
industries, traders, financial institutions, European and national
associations, NGOs, as well as academics, students and
researchers.
What are the expected impacts of the project for Europe’s
citizens?
Minerals4EU will operate as an interactive, transparent and open
source of harmonised and standardised cross-border intelligence
for minerals easily accessible for Europeans, but also international
citizens. It will enhance citizens’ ability to have a better
understanding of the outstanding uses of minerals and thereby
make clear why modern society’s demand and need for minerals
keeps on growing. They will also be able to collect information on
Europe’s resource potential and to see the kind of efforts taking
place in the fields of recycling and resource efficiency. In other
words Minerals4EU intelligence network structure will be a
responsible, authorized and reliable mineral data source for
Europeans and the rest of the world.
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Secretariat’s agenda
 30 September - 2 October EMODnet-Geology
Progress Meeting and EGS Marine Geology Expert Group
(MGEG) meeting in Malta
 30 September - 2 October Luca Demicheli at 2nd
Minerals4EU Progress Meeting in Dublin, Ireland
 2 October EGDI-Scope Final Review Meeting in Brussels
 9 October EGS GeoEnergy Expert Group (GEEG) meeting
in Brussels
 13-17 October Luca Demicheli at Launch event on
Critical Raw Materials and Industrial Policy at the European
Parliament in Brussels
 17 October Luca Demicheli at European Raw Materials
University Day in Milan, Italy

 11 November Nikos Arvanitidis, Chair of the EGS
Mineral Resources Expert Group (MREG), Ms Claudia Delfini,
EGS Communications Manager and Francesca Siciliano, EGS
Communication Officer, at Minerals4EU meeting with the
investment sector in London
 12-14 November Luca Demicheli at Group on Earth
Observation (GEO) plenary meeting in in Geneve,
Switzerland
 19 November Luca Demicheli at EuroMediterranean
Energy Conference in Rome
 20-22 November Nikos Arvanitidis, Chair of the EGS
Mineral Resources Expert Group (MREG), at ‘Mineral
resources and their potential contribution for growth’
conference in Cyprus
 21-22 November Luca Demicheli at European
Federation of Geologists (EFG) Conference ‘Min Win Win:
Establishing Europe-wide minerals reporting standards The key to reducing risks and increasing opportunity?’ in
Brussels

 21-22 October EGS General Meeting in Berne,
Switzerland
 21-24 October Christeline Mottet, EGS Scientific
Officer, at I²Mine Progress Meeting in Wroclaw, Poland
 28-29 October Gerardo Herrera, Chair of the EGS Earth
Observation Expert Group (EOEG), at TerraFirma project
meeting in Frascati (Rome), Italy
 5-6 November European Technology Platform on
Sustainable Mineral Resources High Level Group (ETP SMR
HLG) meeting and workshop in Brussels

 24-26 November Luca Demicheli visiting Geological
Survey of Ukraine (SGSSU) in Kiev
 27 November Luca Demicheli at European Innovation
Partnership on Raw Materials (EIP RM) Annual Conference
in Rome
 12 December Luca Demicheli at Emilia-Romagna
Region conference on Geological Risks in Piacenza, Italy

EU agenda
 
Public

Consultation on Horizon
2020 Science with and
for Society Work Programme
2016-2017
Open from 11.07.2014 to 12.10.2014

 
Public

The aim of this consultation is to obtain views and contributions
from a broad constituency on the potential priorities for the
‘Science with and For Society’ work programme part covering
the period 2016-2017. These contributions will complement
the opinion provided by an External Advisory Group of high level
experts set up by the Commission according to article 12 of
Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013 establishing Horizon 2020.
The present consultation is structured around a set of questions,
which take into account the policy thrust and general framework
set by Europe 2020, Innovation Union and the European
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Research Area, and builds upon the Science with and for Society
part of the Horizon 2020 Work Programme 2014-2015.
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/research/consultations/swafs/
consultation_en.htm

Consultation on policy
options to optimise water reuse
in the EU
Open from 30.07.2014 to 07.11.2014

The aim of this consultation is to evaluate the most suitable
EU-level instrument/s to foster water reuse, while ensuring the
health and environmental safety of water reuse practices and
the free trade of food products. The results of the consultation
will be used as input for the preparation of the Impact
Assessment covering all key areas of potential application of
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water reuse: agriculture, urban, industrial, and recreational uses
(e.g. golf courses, bathing water), groundwater recharge, etc.)
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/
water_reuse_en.htm

 
Germany

moves closer to
fracking ban

4. Restrictions on certain processes where mercury is used;
5. Mercury use in Artisanal and Small-scale Gold Mining (ASGM);
6. Environmentally sound storage of non-waste mercury stocks
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/
mercury_en.htm

 
Public

consultation Streamlining
EU funding in the Arctic

31.07.2014

Open from 02.09.2014 to 01.12.2014
Germany has a moratorium on the use of fracking technology to
extract unconventional fossil fuels but the method is not banned,
something the country’s Federal Environment Agency (UBA)
hopes to change with swift regulation. Maria Krautzberger, the
President of the Germany’s Federal Environment Agency (UBA),
presented the organisation’s new Fracking-II assessment in
Berlin on Wednesday (30 July). Her conclusions were clear-cut.
«As long as crucial risks related to this technology cannot be
predicted and likewise cannot be controlled, fracking should not
be used in Germany to extract shale and coalbed gas,» she said.
Source: EurActiv - www.euractiv.com/sections/energy/
germany-moves-closer-fracking-ban-303808

 
EU

launches €845 million PanAfrican initiative

This consultation builds on one of the issues identified in the
2012 Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the
Council on ‘Developing a European Union policy towards the
Arctic region: progress since 2008 and next steps’. This Joint
Communication stressed the importance of reinforcing and
interlinking the various funding initiatives at the EU’s disposal in
order to have a positive impact on the development of the Arctic
for the benefit of local communities and indigenous peoples
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/maritimeaffairs_fisheries/
consultations/arctic-eu-funding/index_en.htm

 
Shale

gas: independent planning
is key to reducing environmental
impacts of fracking

08.08.2014

4.09.2014

The European Commission has kick-started a new programme to
help integrate African countries and regions, with a €415 million
cash injection between now and 2017 and a further tranche of
€430 planned before 2020. The revenues will be used to fund
projects for better trade relations, election observation missions
run by the African Union, academic exchange programmes and
initiatives to improve the governance of migration and mobility
within Africa and the EU. The first areas to benefit will include
sustainable agriculture, environment, higher education,
infrastructure, migration, information technology and research
and innovation, according to an EU press release accompanying
the launch.
Source: www.euractiv.com/sections/development-policy/
eu-launches-eu845-million-pan-africaninitiative-307774

 
Public

Consultation on the
Ratification by the EU of the
Minamata Convention on Mercury
Open from 14.8.2014 to 14.11.2014

The aim of this consultation is to solicit stakeholders’ input on
specific issues related to the implementation of the Minamata
Convention on Mercury. The results of the consultation will be
used as input for the preparation of the Impact Assessment
covering specific key areas where EU legislation may need to be
amended such as:
1. Import restrictions for metallic mercury from non-Parties to
the Convention;
2. Export ban for certain products containing mercury;
3. Mercury use in new products and processes;
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Funding for scientists, planners and inspectors should be
available before any shale gas development begins, a new
review recommends. As revenue for such staff is often provided
by the development itself, planning, which is vital to provide
immediate environmental protection as well as monitoring long
term impacts, is neglected. The researchers also advocate the
use of ‘adaptive management’ as a decision making framework
for this complex issue
Source: Science for Environment Policy - http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/integration/research/newsalert/
pdf/384na1_en.pdf

 
EU

repeats demand for energy
chapter in US trade treaty
10.09.2014

Securing an energy chapter has long been a key priority for
the Europeans. A leaked strategy paper from the European
Commission earlier this summer argued that “it should not be
difficult to establish a chapter with rules on trade and investment
in energy and raw materials”. The ongoing sanctions battle with
Russia as a result of the Ukraine crisis has increased the EU’s
desire to break free from its dependence on Russian gas.
Specifically, the EU wants the US to ease its rules on exporting
oil and gas so that exports to the EU would be automatically
approved, removing a public interest test that the US government
conducts before approving any sales. This would make it easier
for European countries to access US supplies of natural gas and
oil. For their part, US officials remain non-committal.
Source: http://euobserver.com/news/125544
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Swiss

back in Horizon 2020
- partially

 France demands greater
transparency from extractive
industries

12.09.2014

23.09.2014
Researchers in Switzerland will be able to - partially and
temporarily - participate in the European research programme
Horizon 2020, from which they had been excluded after the
February vote curbing immigration from Europe. The State
Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) said
on Friday that the EU and Switzerland had agreed a partial
association that will come into effect on September 15, 2014
and initially run until the end of 2016. An agreement has yet to
be signed by the cabinet, but is expected to be rubber stamped
by both sides in December 2014.
Source : www.swissinfo.ch/eng/swiss-back-in-horizon-2020---partially/40676266

 
EU

cannot afford climate change
‘oblivion’
23.09.2014

The French parliament has adopted the first European directive
to increase transparency in the extractive industries. Producers
of wood, oil, gas and minerals will now have to declare payments
to the states where they operate.
France had until July 2015 to implement the European directive
on transparency in the extractive industries, but completed the
task ahead of schedule.
Source: EurActiv - www.euractiv.com/sections/developmentpolicy/france-demands-greater-transparencyextractive-industries-308641

 Renewable energy: A more
ambitious target is needed for
2030
23.09.2014

Two major international agreements will be signed in 2015,
making it an important year for climate change: a new legally
binding global treaty on climate change and a new sustainable
development framework to replace the Millennium Development
Goals. Although both agenda are interlinked, negotiations on
each are taking place in separate tracks. Overall success will be
a direct function of the level of ambition on both sides of the
equation.
Europe is set to play an important role in both negotiation
processes. Climate change is at the center of the EU’s 2008
international security strategy and it is regarded as a “threat
multiplier” — a global environmental and development challenge
that will exacerbate instability and create humanitarian, political,
economic and security risks affecting European interests.
Source: www.devex.com/news/eu-cannot-afford-climatechange-oblivion-84398

The EU renewable industry is calling on EU policymakers to
show more ambition for renewables in the future EU climate and
energy policy and in the action plan to tackle the energy crisis.
More than 140 participants joined the conference “rescuing
Europe from energy dependency: the role of renewables”
organized by the EU renewable energy industry on Monday
22 September, which gathered representatives from EU
institutions, as well as energy experts from the IEA and the
renewable energy sector.
Source: EUReporter - www.eureporter.co/
environment/2014/09/23/renewable-energy-a-moreambitious-target-is-needed-for-2030/

 
Public

Consultation on defining
criteria for identifying endocrine
disruptors in the context of the
implementation of the plant
protection product regulation
and the biocidal products
regulation

 
EU

risks wasting billions on gas
infrastructure ‘white elephants’
23.09.2014

The European Union risks wasting billions of euros on
unnecessary gas infrastructure because of pressure to wean
itself off Russian energy after the Ukraine crisis, new research
has found.
Gas pipelines paid for by the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF),
a funding mechanism to drive cross-border infrastructure, will be
left “stranded” because there will not be enough demand for the
gas they transport, according to environmental think tank E3G.
Source : EurActiv - http://www.euractiv.com/sections/energy/
eu-risks-wasting-billions-gas-infrastructure-whiteelephants-308625
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Open from 26.09.2014 to 16.01.2015
EU-legislation on biocidal products (Biocidal Products Regulation
(EU) No 528/2012 – «BPR») and plant protection products
(Plant Protection Product Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 –
;»PPPR») requires the Commission to «specify scientific criteria
for the determination of endocrine-disrupting properties» of
chemical substances. Pending adoption of these criteria, interim
criteria for identifying endocrine disrupting chemicals apply. In
this context, the Commission is carrying out an impact
assessment according to its standard procedures.
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dgs_consultations/
food/consultation_20150116_endocrine-disruptors_en.htm
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 Earth Sciences and Climate Change:
Challenges to development in
Africa
3- 9 November Windhoek, Namibia
The African Association for Women in Geosciences (AAWG)
supports the development of Earth Scientists in Africa by
providing opportunities for networking and applying science for
the sustainable development challenges the continent is facing.
Opportunities for earth scientists are great, extending from
traditional mineral extraction to environmental management
such as climate change adaptation, prevention of natural
hazards, water scarcity, and ensuring access to quality earth
science training. To assist African governments to realize
opportunities, AAWG activities are developed through a
participatory approach. International conferences have been
organized to address various issues that affect the African
continent, to which Earth Scientists can make a contribution.
The 7th AAWG conference is being organized, taking into
consideration the current challenges the continent is facing in
view of the changing climatic conditions, which is threatening
sustainable development agenda in Africa.

 23rd Session of UNECE Committee
on Sustainable Energy
19-21 November Geneva, Switzerland

(Wednesday, 19th November) is to be offered in conjunction
with the conference.
The full event programme and all practical details may be found
at: http://eurogeologists.eu/conferences/

 Mineral Resources and their
potential contribution to growth
Conference
20-22 November Lefkosia, Cyprus
The conference addresses the potential for mineral resources in
contributing to the development of Greece and Cyprus. Issues
like the prospects of developing mineral resources in accordance
with modern concepts and technologies during the current
global economic crisis will be emphasized. The conference will
interest geoscientists, professionals, companies, researchers,
the competent authorities and all those who are engaged in
research and development of mineral resources.
The conference is co-organized by the Technological University
of Cyprus, the Greek National Center of Viable and Sustainable
Development (EKBAA), the Cyprus Association of Geologists and
Mining Engineers and the Greek Mining Engineers Association.

 12th Swiss Geoscience Meeting is
«Drilling the Earth»
21 -22 November Fribourg, Switzerland

In light of the decision of the UN General Assembly to declare
the period 2014-2024 to be the Decade of Sustainable Energy
for All (SE4ALL) and considering the role of energy in the the
post-2015 development agenda, the Committee on Sustainable
Energy will focus this year’s dialogue on «Energy for Sustainable
Development» featuring a reality check on energy transition,
energy efficiency, renewable energy and gas.

 EFG Conference “Min Win-Win:
Establishing Europe - Wide Minerals
Resources And Reserves Reporting
Standards - The Key To Reducing
Risk And Increasing Investors’
Confidence?”
20-21 November Brussels, Belgium
The European Federation of Geologists (EFG) and the Pan European Reserves & Resources Reporting Committee (PERC)
organized the conference “Min Win-Win: Establishing Europe Wide Minerals Resources And Reserves Reporting Standards The Key To Reducing Risk And Increasing Investors’Confidence?”.
This conference aims to promote the adoption of a common
reporting standard for minerals in the EU and will thus provide a
unique opportunity to learn about and discuss concrete steps
regarding mineral reporting in a cross-disciplinary environment,
including EU policy makers, national government officials,
academics, minerals company executives, finance and industry
experts. The conference will include a social dinner on the
Thursday 20th evening, and a one-day PERC training course
in minerals reporting using PERC standard

19

•

EuroGeoSurveys NEWS

• Issue 16

•

The 12th Swiss Geoscience Meeting is organized by the
Department of Geosciences of the University of Fribourg and
the Platform geosciences of the Swiss Academy of Sciences
(SCNAT). On Friday 21st, the theme of the 12th Swiss
Geoscience Meeting is «Drilling the Earth». Five keynote
speakers will present the latest research on ice coring at high
altitudes to sediment coring in the deep oceans. Topics will
include the insight gained from climate and ecosystem archives,
the potential of unconventional georessources and the
investigation of geohazards. On Saturday 22nd, a series of
21 scientific symposia will cover the diverse spectrum of
current research in geoscience, encompassing the lithosphere,
the hydrosphere, the cryosphere, the biosphere, the atmosphere
and the anthroposphere.
More information available at http://geoscience-meeting.
scnatweb.ch/sgm2014/index.html

 First conference on Minerals in the
Circular Economy (MINCE)
26-27 November Espoo, Finland
The first international research conference on Minerals in the
Circular Economy brings together researchers from identified hot
spots along the mineral value chain. It is organized jointly by VTT
Technological Research Centre of Finland, GTK Geological Survey
of Finland, Aalto University and University of Oulu. A central
purpose of the conference is to offer junior and senior
researchers alike a possibility to present their recent research
and to network beyond their usual sphere of research in solving
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Upcoming Events
problems related to sustainable use of mineral raw materials.
The conference covers a significant research area on tools and
methods that apply for the whole mineral value chain from the
mine to the user and further to recycling.
For registration, abstract submission and more detailed
information, please visit www.mince.fi

 25 years of Geological Remote
Sensing
15-17 December London, United Kingdom
The Geological Remote Sensing Group (GRSG) announces the
25th Anniversary meeting. This meeting will celebrate 25 years
of geological remote sensing focusing on the pinnacle moments

during this period as well as looking at the wide range of remote
sensing tools, latest developments, sensors and applications
that are now available. As usual, abstracts are welcome on a
wide range of remote sensing themes, including: Remote
sensing changes, Mineral exploration, Oil & Gas, Geological
applications, Geomorphology, Geohazards (e.g. landslides,
flooding), Terrain, Bathymetry and Elevation models,
Classification, multi-temporal analysis and modelling, Planetary
science & comparative geomorphology, Hyperspectral &
Multispectral; Radar / InSAR; Optical & high resolution.
Further information, sponsorship opportunities and logistics:
www.grsg.org.uk/
Registration opens: 1st May 2014
Call for papers closes: 15th September 2014
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H E L P U S T O C R E AT E T H E M I N E O F T H E F U T U R E
TA K E PA R T I N A
R O U N D - TA B L E D I S C U SS I O N O N
Mining in the Future: a Low-Impact and Low-Visibility Mine
AT CONFERENCE ROOM KGHM CUPRUM SP. Z O.O. UL. GEN. SIKORSKIEGO 2-8, 5TH FLOOR
22 OCTOBER 2014 FROM 16:00 TO 18:00
Do you want economic growth?
Do you want a modern standard of living?
Do you want a sustainable environment?

I2Mine, an EU Framework 7 research project, needs your views to
help develop a low-impact and low-visibility deep mine. You may
change the way of extraction and processing, contributing to
create an innovative and sustainable mine, with low impact
underground and near to zero impact above ground. Your
suggestions may increase the environmental, societal and
economic sustainability.
We invite students from all disciplines to participate in a
round-table discussion and discover the objectives and results
of the project so far. The discussion will be recorded on video
so that it can be transcribed and evaluated scientifically – the
anonymity of the participants will be ensured. The
discussions will be held in English, but interpretation will be
provided in case of difficulties.

Please register your interest in participating in this scientific study via email to i2mine@cuprum.wroc.pl by 13 October 2014.
This email should also provide a short statement of your background/area of studies. For more information on the project,
please visit the website: www.i2mine.eu

YOU ARE INVITED TO AN APERITIF AT THE END OF THE DISCUSSION
We are looking forward to your interest and a lively discussion!
The I2Mine Project Team

The I²Mine project is co-funded by
the European Commission under
the 7th Framework Programme

Visit our new meeting room website: www.egs-meetingroom.eu

